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For media distribution: 

 

********* 

 July 24, 2017 

 

Open Letter to Secretary of State Rex W. Tillerson   

regarding the statement made by the State Department Spokesperson about Poland’s proposed 

judicial reform. 
 

We, Polish American leaders and activists, are writing to you to express our deep concern, disappointment, 

and disapproval regarding the statement made by State Department Spokesperson Heather Nauert on July 20 

about Poland’s proposed judicial reform.  This statement demonstrated a notable ignorance of the current 

situation in Poland, as well as of Polish constitutional norms.  Moreover, the statement took sides in an 

ongoing Polish domestic policy debate, suggesting that certain career State Department officials may be 

more concerned in helping those in Poland who share these officials’ leftist-liberal ideology than in 

advancing the interests of our country, the United States of America.  

 

The Government of Poland, led by Prime Minister Beata Szydło, which is carrying out a much-needed 

reform of the Polish judiciary, was elected by the majority of the Polish people in free, fair, and democratic 

elections in October 2015.  In these elections, Prime Minister Szydło’s party, the center-conservative Law 

and Justice Party, won a majority of seats in both houses of the Polish Parliament.  This was the best result 

of any party in any parliamentary election since the restoration of freedom to Poland.  This put Law and 

Justice in a similar position to the Republican Party in our country following the 2016 elections: both have a 

mandate to make major changes.   

 

Unlike most other institutions in Poland, the Polish judiciary has not undergone a systematic verification or 

decommunization.  This lack of accountability has resulted in communist-era judges remaining in place, 

where they selected and socialized new judges along the old lines.  The result has been the creation of a 

corrupt “state within a state” that for the most part provides neither justice nor creates a level playing field, 

but rather seeks bribes and tries to hamstring the will of the democratically elected parliament.  This is a 

situation that neither the Polish people nor Government of Poland can tolerate any longer. 

 

The current ruling party successfully campaigned in the 2015 elections with an ambitious program to repair, 

among many other problems, the Polish judicial system, which is accordingly perceived by most Poles as a 

corrupt institution in need of reform. The judicial reforms currently approved by the Polish legislature are in 

full compliance with the law, and they seek to establish a democratic oversight of the judiciary that will 

mirror prevailing judicial norms in countries such as Germany, Switzerland, the Netherlands, and Norway.  

 

Moreover, the timing of the State Department’s statement, following President Trump’s brilliant and hugely 

historic visit to Poland at the beginning of July, is deeply disturbing.  The 10 million strong Polish American 

community strongly supported President Trump during the campaign and election and voted for him in 

droves in Michigan, Wisconsin, Pennsylvania, Ohio, Indiana, Florida and other states.   

 

The time following the President’s visit to Warsaw, where he was hailed as a hero by the Polish people, is a 

time for cooperation and strengthening ties between the United States and Poland.  Instead, the State 

Department, which has in the past had many of its career officials indicate in their statements that they hold 
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strong anti-Polish bias (especially those who work in analysis and research), has sought to torpedo the 

President’s success and derail our country’s relations with Poland.  We urge you to ensure that steps are 

taken so that such damaging actions are not taken in the future. 

 

Sincerely, 

Leaders and Activists of Polish American Organizations and Communities in the United States. 

 

Contact:  

Roman Korzan 202 - 888 4035   asceedc@gmail.com 

 

Signed: 
Roman Korzan - Director, Federation of Polish Americans, Inc., Washington D.C. 

Jerzy Bogdziewicz - President, Polish American Congress - Florida Division 

Zygmunt Staszewski - Acting President, Polish American Council, Florida 

John Roland, President, Friends of St. John Paul II “Be Not Afraid Foundation”, Michigan 

Jerzy Rozalski - President, Polish Varieties Radio, Michigan 

Ann Bankowski- PAC Michigan 

Tadeusz Antoniak - Tadeusz Antoniak - Chairman of Smolensk Disaster Commemoration Committee & 

Gazeta Polska Club, Pennsylvania 

Maria Szonert Binienda - President, Libra Institute, Ohio 

Stanislaw Sliwowski, M.D. - New Jersey 

Anna B. Korzan M.D. - President, Polish American Health Association Inc.- Washington DC 

Leszek Pawlik - Leszek Pawlik, CEO, Polonia Institute, California 

Edward Wojciech Jesman, President & National Director Polish American Congress California Division 

Wieslaw "Wes" Wierzbowski, President & National Director Polish American Congress of Eastern 

Massachusetts 

Barbara Bilinska Bolec, Vice President & National Director Polish American Congress of Eastern 

Massachusetts 

Maciej Rusinski, Gazeta Polska Clubs of North America, Coordinator - New York 

Zdzisław Wesołowski, PhD - Florida 

Bogdan Horoszowski - Captain, WWII anti-Nazi Freedom Fighter of the Polish Home Army, Florida 

Ania Navas - Florida 

Witold Wójtowicz - Florida 

Andrzej Burghardt - New Jersey 

Barbara Dorota Buda, M.D. - New Jersey 

Antoni Buda, Ph.D. - New Jersey 

Adam Stepien - Friends of Radio Maryja/United Poles - New Jersey 

John Wojdyla - New Jersey 

Ann K. Czop  & John D.A. Czop, - New Jersey 

Tomasz Szybowski - New Jersey 

Aneta Antoniak, Gazeta Polska Club - Pennsylvania 

Anna Franzen, Kurier Polski of Minnesota- Minnesota 

Ed Baran - Illinois 

Miroslawa Dulczewska - Miller, M.D. & Pawel Miller - Illinois 

Edward Cyran - President, SPUP Tadeusz Kosciuszko, Illinois 

Anna Zawadzka - National Director for Polish American Congress, Illinois Div. 
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Zdzislaw Jurek.M.D, PAC - National Director - Michigan 

Joseph Serwach - Michigan 

Mariusz Szajnert - Michigan 

Lt Col Stanley Dzierzeski USAR ret., Cdr Polish American Veterans - Massachusetts 

Tadeusz Walkowiak, - Massachusetts 

Boleslaw & Boguslawa Slawiec - Portland, Maine. 

Malgorzata Rogojski, PAC - Virginia 

Jacek Marczynski -  Virginia 

Krystyna Forsyth - Washington D.C. 

Steve  Krasinski  - South Carolina 

Mary Krasnucka - South Carolina 

Henryk Michael Fantazos - North Carolina 

Stanley Naj - PAC, Maryland 

Slawomir Korzan - PAC, Maryland 

Zbigniew Gorski - PAC, Maryland 

Bozena Michalak - Maryland 

Michael Kokolus - Maryland 

Adrianna McDaniel - Maryland 

Sylvia Korzan - Maryland 

Maria J. Obrzut Ph.D. - Maryland 

Jan Obrzut, PhD. - Maryland 

Basia Wojcik-Betancourt, PhD - Maryland 

Tomasz Obrzut, M.D. - Maryland 

Jerzy Rozanski PhD. - Virginia 

Ania Karwan - California 

Marek J. Konopnicki, Ph.D. - California 

Agata Marriott, M.D., VP Polonia Institute, California 

.... 

..... 

...support is continuously arriving 

********* 

 

 


